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cupation on the i4th of the line from Longueval to Bazentin
le Petit, and he proposed to take High Wood and establish
his right flank at Ginchy and Guillemont. He also intended
to attack Pozieres Ridge and if possible capture the village
of Martinputch. Douglas consulted the corps commanders
about all his proposals and was very pleased to find them
full of confidence of success. The bombardment, which
began at 2.30 A.M., was very heavy, and even at G.H.Q.
Douglas's room was brightly illuminated by the reflections
from the bursting shells. The infantry attack about an hour
later was preceded by five minutes' intense bombardment
and was absolutely successful. By 9 A.M. all objectives had
been taken.

The cavalry were called out to try and capture High
Wood, but the ground was so slippery that it was difficult
for them to advance and the infantry were therefore ordered
to take it after it had been heavily bombarded by the
artillery, and fierce fighting continued all day. Douglas con-
gratulated General Rawlinson on the splendid work of his
army, and hearing of the heroism of a hundred men of the
West Kents who had held on alone in Trones Wood for
48 hours, decided to publish their names and give them all
decorations. General Foch expressed great admiration for
what the British troops had done, and Douglas himself
must have been very pleased because I received a telegram
sent about 9 A.M- telling me that the attack had been very
successful and that everything had gone like clockwork.
Later Douglas wrote saying that his troops had completely
surprised the enemy and had captured some four miles of
the second line. The tremendous success can perhaps be
realised by the fact that Douglas considered it the best day's
work during the whole war up to that time. He was sure
that the results of that day's fighting would be far-reach-
ing, and felt very proud of the privilege that was his of
commanding such fine men who had proved themselves
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